
November 13, 2018, 2018 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

November 13, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene 

Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Jim Woods, Jennifer 

Bowles, Vice Mayor Chad Martin and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Police Chief Eddie Cassady, and Fire Chief Ted 

Anderson.  

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed Session 

beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, and as 

amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council Member Bowles 

with the following 4-0 recorded vote:  Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Council 

Member Bowles, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye. Vice Mayor Martin arrived after the 

vote.  Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Discussion or 

consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of 

publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 

bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body as authorized by Subsection 3, 

and (B) Discussion or consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or 

of the disposition of publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would 

adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, as authorized 

by Subsection 3, and (C) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, 

attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal 

matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.   

At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only 

public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed 

Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed 

Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made by 

Council Member Lawson; seconded by Council Member Bowles, with the following 5-0 recorded 

vote in favor to return to Open Session: Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Bowles, aye; 

Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.    

Vice Mayor Martin made a motion to reappoint Veraine Randolph to the Anchor Group 

Home Commission for a 4-year term ending December 31, 2022. Council Member Woods 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Council Member Bowles made a motion to reappoint Kris Shrader to the Western Virginia 

Emergency Medical Services Council for a 3-year term ending December 31, 2021.   Council 

Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 
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Council Member Bowles made a motion to appoint Windy Davidson to the Southern Area 

Agency on Aging Board of Directors for a 3-year term ending September 28, 2021.   Council 

Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

No other action was taken during Closed Session. 

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Bowles, 

Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from the September 25, 2018 Council Meeting and 

the September 26, 2018 Work Session - Council Member Bowles made a motion to approve 

all minutes as presented; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  

Read and present a proclamation recognizing Saturday, November 24, 2018 as 

Small Business Saturday in the City of Martinsville – Council Member Lawson read the 

proclamation.  Lisa Fultz of the Martinsville-Henry County Chamber of Commerce 

discussed events happening in the area on Small Business Saturday to encourage 

residents to shop Uptown Martinsville.  The Start-Up Martinsville packet is now 

available online.  
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Hear public comment on proposed rental property inspection program – City 

Manager Towarnicki briefly explained the proposed inspection program and the process 

to get that approved.  City Attorney Monday explained that the program is designed so 

that inspectors can enter homes with potential hazardous situations, not so that 

inspectors can enforce minor repairs or building codes.  The program will be complaint 

based.  Mayor Teague opened the floor for public comments. Dave Gleasman, President 

of Martinsville Henry County Property Managers Association, which represents 1500-

2000 rental units in the area, expressed concerns. While they do not have concerns with 

the program as property owners, their objection is as taxpayers. Respectable property 

owners that depend on rental property for income would not allow their property to 

deteriorate to the point that it is dangerous, uninhabitable or cannot make money.  

Gleasman feels that the program would only add to the tax burden for residents since 

additional staff and hours would be needed to do the inspections.  Good tenants are 

being taken of by their property owners because that is the landlord’s livelihood.  The 

City has the authority to correct any safety or hazardous situation in any dwelling under 

the current laws. The ordinance will not solve the problems of dilapidated properties in 

the City. The City already has an enormous tax problem and by implementing this new 

program, it would only get worse.  No one else approached the podium. Teague closed 

the public hearing and thanked Gleasman for discussing his concerns with Council. The 

program is not intended to negatively affect the law abiding property owners but to 

address issues with some other property owners in the area.  Council Members agree 

that they do not want to increase personnel to implement this program and that the 

program would be implemented to monitor those property owners that regularly push 

the limits of the law related to rental property. Council Member Lawson made a motion 

to adopt the ordinance on first reading.  Council Member Bowles seconded the motion 

with the following roll call vote:  Council Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Lawson, 

aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Mayor Teague, aye.  

Ordinance is adopted 5-0 on first reading.  
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Hear an update from the City’s Human Resources Office regarding a summary of 

application/hiring data for the period from January 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 – 

City Manager Towarnicki explained that the update would be for the previous 18-month 

period.  Travis Hodge of the Human Resources Department shared a PowerPoint 

detailing recruiting methods, how vacancies are advertised, demographics of 

applications received and positions filled, employee turnover, employee census and 

department concerns. Concerns about employee and director pay compared to other 

localities and the high number of directors close to retirement was discussed. Council 

Member Bowles shared concerns expressed by the African-American residents regarding 

minority hiring for the City and confirmed that only 23% of applicants are minorities 

compared to a 45% minority community population.  
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Consider discussion of the City’s 2019 Legislative Agenda – City Attorney Monday 

briefly summarized Council’s comments and suggestions previously related to the 2019 

Legislative Agenda and his additional recommendation in support of Senator Stanley 

and the Board of Education regarding school funding for construction, maintenance and 

operations.  Other Legislative Agenda items were discussed regarding the transfer of title 

to the City of certain delinquent or blighted properties, funding for historical African-

American cemeteries, and the addition of the urban center of micropolitan statistical 

areas to the eligibility list of “Entitled Cities”. 
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Consider information related to the 2019 Comprehensive Economic Development 

Strategy (CEDS) list – Wayne Knox of the Community Development department detailed 

the need for the CEDS list, emphasizing if a project is not on the list then it will not be 
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funded.  The report must be approved and submitted by March 31, 2019. Any additional 

projects would need to be added prior to the December Council meeting when Council 

would approve the final list.  
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve 

the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  

Business from the Floor – no one approached the podium. 

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Woods said he attended an 

event at the Rives Theater and enjoyed seeing the community enjoy music and so many different 

cultural activities.  Council Member Lawson congratulated Council Member Bowles on her 

reelection and Danny Turner for his election.  Lawson recently attended the Veteran’s event and 

is proud to share that this year was well attended.  Lawson shared that Saturday is the tree 

lighting on the City Hall lawn and wished residents a Happy Thanksgiving.  Vice Mayor Martin 

agreed that the veteran’s event was a wonderful event and wished residents a Happy 

Thanksgiving. Martin congratulated Bowles and Turner on the election.  Council Member Bowles 

shared details on the December 5 New Heights Foundation holiday event and meal.  She wished 

a happy belated birthday to her nephew and a Happy Thanksgiving to the residents. Bowles 

congratulated Danny Turner and thanked the voters and the poll workers during the recent 

election.  Mayor Teague thanked Vice Mayor Martin for standing in for him at the veteran’s 

event.  Teague congratulated Bowles and Turner and agrees that they will both work hard for 

the City residents over the next four years.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki shared that the City Municipal 

building will close at noon on Wednesday for Thanksgiving and will reopen the following Monday.  
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The Veteran’s Day event was a huge success.  On December 14 and 15 from 9:00am-5:00pm, 

the World War I/World War II mobile museum will be on display at the Virginia Museum of 

Natural History.  Organizers ask residents to bring any documents and pictures from that period 

so they may be scanned for preservation by the Veterans Service Organization. The process to 

complete demolition on local properties is moving forward with the help of the City Attorney’s 

office and Building Inspector Kris Bridges.  

City Attorney Monday payed respects to a friend and public servant Christian Wolfe who 

recently passed away.  Wolfe spent his legal career as an assistant prosecutor in the City and 

County and ended his career as a magistrate after being diagnosed with a brain tumor.   

There being no further business, Council Member Bowles made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:00pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Leon Towarnicki      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


